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| am Not a Fetus
By Richard K. Olsen

Medical waste, of no account
to be discarded
life’s flotsam and jetsam
a ganglion of cells.

Had | taken a breath,
made a whimper
had a beating heart or moved a limb,
I would have been counted.

And yet, | have a name.
I’ve heard my parents sing to me.
I am the sum total of their genes,
| am their child.

| didn’t suffer.
| went to sleep,
an eternal sleep from which
| shall nevermore awaken.

I still hear them call out to me
in the quiet of the night
when they do not sleep:

why, why, why, they plead.

| am not a fetus
I am a baby
fully-formed
perfect
but still.
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